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on this subject, the Production Economics Branch of Alberta Agriculture undertook a 3-year study of hatching egg production in the province. This report summarizes the findings of the study.
Objectives
The main objectives of this study were as follows:
1.
to determine the structure and production characteristics of the broiler hatching egg segment of the poultry industry in Alberta;
2.
to determine the costs, returns and profitability associated with hatching egg production; and 3.
to establish a profile which characterizes the top management farms.
Survey Method
In the winter of 1985, 31 hatching egg producers were randomly selected from a complete list of registered commercial hatching egg producers in Alberta. The registered producers were first stratified by size of operation before making the random selections. The 31 producers chosen for the survey represented roughly one-half of the total number of registered producers in Alberta. As with return to equity, average return on investment also increased over the three years under review. Study participants reported returns on investment of 6.9 per cent, 11.1 per cent and 12.2 per cent respectively, in 1985, 1986 and 1987. 
